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UXEMBERG /S ONE OF THE 
SMALLEST_ STATES OF 
EUROPE, BUT OVER /TS 
FERTILE Price ARMIES 


A: 
RELICS OF BATTLE ARE 
it hea ah ITS 


UNT THE LOUNTEYS/DE 
AND STRIKE TERROR 


RRO, 
INTO IGNORANT HEARTS. 


if 


| 


AMAL: “ add 


| | Nor LONG AFTER THE LAST GREAT WAR, TWO 

FARMERS WERE BUSILY PLOWING ON THE ONCE 

FAR FLUNG ESTATE OF THE EXTINCT DES 
GARENNES FAMILY... 


JEAN, IT'S A SWORD! WHRULL IT OUT! MAYBE 
FROM THE LOOKS WE CAN GET SOME~ 
OF THE HILT, IT 1S THING FOR IT! 


Z es 


VERY OLD AND 
~ VALUABLE / 


THE HILT IS SOLID 
GOLD, SET WITH 
PRECIOUS STONES! 


LOOK, THERE'S WRITING 
ON IT/ BARON CHARLES 
DES GARENNES! WHAT 
A DISCOVERY! 


BUT AS THE ELATED FARMERS 
LEFT THE FIELD... 


DEE 


SWORD OF BARON DES 
GARENNES ? WHO HAS 
UNCOVERED MY ANCIENT 
DISGRACE ! 


HERE LIVE THE GHOULS 
WHO ROBBED ME! I 
SHALL HAVE MY SWORD 
BACK AND THEIR BLOOD, 

BR TOO, THE PEASANT 
SLAVES / 


Wy YOU HAVE AROUSED A FEVER 
WIN ME / MY THROAT IS DRY! I 
NEED YOUR BLOOD TO 
SUSTAIN ME / 


GAAAR! LET ME 
GO! MY FRIEND \ 
CLEMENCE TOOK IT 
TO LUXEMBERG ® 
TO THE MUSEUM 
OF THE WAR 

COLLEGE! 


fuse HAS TAKEN THE SUICIDE 


SACRE! WHO-- 
WHO ARE YOu! 
WH-- WHAT DO 
wou WANT 2 


WHAT HAVE I RETURNED To ¥ 
MY CASTLE IN RUINS! MY 
LAND RAVISHED, THE SWORD 
OF MY DISGRACE WAS PLUCKED 
FROM MY HEART WHILE L 
LAY IN UNHALLOWED 
GROUND / 


YOU SWINE! IAM BARON 
CHARLES DES GERENNES / 
WHERE IS THE SWORD 
YOU TORE FROM MY 
BODY # 


YOUR STRUGGLES 
ARE USELESS! 
BE QUIET! 


JEAN'S DEATH CRIES 
ROUSED NEARBY 
FARMERS... 


4 iT SOUNDED LIKE 
ZB JEAN VALANCE! 


Ws 


ren a 


LOOK UP 
THERE! A STRANGE 
BEAST LIKE A 
GIANT BAT. 
FLYING AWAY! 


A DOCTOR PUSHED THROUGH THE HORRIFIED GROUP... 
i ~ a 


A VAMPIRE / 
YES, THAT 
EXPLAINS IT-- 
THE GIANT 
BAT, JEAN'S 
SCREAMS! 


MY FRIENDS, THIS 
I HAVE NEVER 
SEEN IN MY ZO 
YEARS OF MEDICAL 
PRACTICE ! JEAN 
HAS NO BLOOD 
LEFT! THE 
WOUND WAS 
MADE BYA 
VAMPIRE !! 


nat 


“awit. 


OUT OF MY WAY; YOU INSOLENT ‘ 


AAH, YOUR THROAT 
WORM | IT AM BARON, GENERAL 


IS LIKE A MAGNET! 
ONLY YOUR DEATH 
SHALL SATISFY MY 
CRAVING Now! 


I DON'T CARE 
WHO YOU ARE! 
I HAVE MY ORDERS! 
CLEAR OUT, YOu 
OLD LUNATIC! 


MEANWHILE, AT THE GATES OF THE WAR 
COLLEGE IN LUXEMBERG... 


OPEN THE GATES! IT DEMAND 
ENTRANCE TO THE MUSEUM 
OF WAR RELICS! 


THE MUSEUM IS 

CLOSED! YOU 
CANNOT ENTER IT 
UNTIL TOMORROW 
MORNING AT NINE! 


I HAVE DRUNK MY 
FILL ! NOW I Must 
FLY AWAY BEFORE 

THE GUARDS 
ARRIVE / 


LIKE COLD 
\ STEEL ! 


A HUGE MAN... 
STRANGE OLD 
UNIFORM... SAID 
HE WAS BARON 
DES GARENNES / 
HE CHOKED ME-- 


AND... AAARee) Dee 
RR: (gt 


& 


POOR DEVIL /! 
SUMMON THE GUARD 
OFFICER AND A 


7 HE DIED OF STRANGULATION AND LOSS 
OF BLOOD! WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF THIS 
BARON DES GARENNES, CAPTAIN 7 


IT'S PREPOSTEROUS / 
THE LAST GARENNES 
DIED BY HIS OWN SWORD 
IN 1814 AFTER HIS 
ARMY WAS DEFEATED! 
WAIT / THE SWORD 
WAS FOUND AND 
BROUGHT HERE 
TODAY,/ 


THE COMMANDING GENERAL WAS 


THE MUSEUM CRAWLS WITH 
SUMMONED... 


SOLDIERS / AH THE SWORD 

DISPLAY! I THINK I SEE MINE 

THERE AND I WILL HAVE "gk 
Pi 


MY SWORD! 
Now I SHALL 
GET BACK 

MY PRECIOUS 


THIS BARON DES GARENNES 

WILL RETURN FOR HIS SWORD/ 

DO NOT DISPLAY IT IN THE 
MUSEUM ! WATCH FOR HIM / 


GET AWAY FROM \> BACK, YOU DOGS ! I WAS NAPOLEON'S 
THERE, YOU MAD- THIS SWORD IN MY HAND, \S (RIGHT HAND/ TILL HAVE YOUR BLOOD! 
MAN! AFTER HIM, AL LIL CuT THOSE WORDS 


OUT OF YOUR THROAT ! a & rs 
< : 


CUT THE 
BARON DOWN! 
SHOW HIM 

NO MERCY/ 


DIE, YOU PARADE 
SOLDIER! BRING ON A 
WHOLE COMPANY, AND, 
TILL SLAY THEM ALL! 


A GIANT BAT 
FLYING AWAY 
WITH A SWORD! 
WE HAVE BEEN 
FIGHTING A’ 
VAMPIRE! 4 


Y 


WWE BP EPPp PE pep pe mEm 


if WHAT 2 YOu 
MEAN HE WAS 
ABLE TO SUBDUE 
A WHOLE 
COMPANY OF 
GUARDS 7 4 


THIS CREATURE IS NOT OF 
FLESH AND BLOOD! HE IS A 
FIEND! A VAMPIRE! 


GENERAL, THERE |S A MAN 
/ OUTSIDE FROM WILTZ, HE 
WISHES AN AUDIENCE ! 
IT 1S ABOUT THE 
BARON 


CAPTAIN 
PARTOUT IS 
WOUNDED 
AND THREE 
MEN ARE 


DEAD, SIR! / DISMISS : 
YOUR MEN ! SEND HIM 
I'M CALLING * IN/ MAYBE HE 
A STAFF CAN SHED 
MEETING SOME LIGHT 
ON THE 


INSTANTLY! 4 
2 ate MATTER! 


THEN SOMEONE 
MUST BE FOUND 
GENTLEMEN, RESEARCH TO DUEL WITH 

TELLS ME THAT ONLY A THIS SUPERHUMAN 
SWORD THRUST THROUGH CREATURE! I HAVE 


THE HEART WILL KILL IT! COL. MOSELLE, 
THIS VAMPIRE! A/S THE FENCING 
SWORD! MASTER! 


Oul, MON GENERAL! 
I WISH WE HAD NEVER 
FOUND THIS ACCURSED 

SWORD! IT'S THAT 
SWORD HE'S AFTER / 


AND YOUR FRIEND 
WAS KILLED IN THE 
SAME MANNER ! A 
LARGE BAT WAS 
SEEN TO FLY AWAY 
AFTER HIS DEATH! 


THIS IS YOUR ENEMY, LI CAN ONLY HERE IS HIS T AM READY, GENERAL! 
COL. MOSELLE /! OFFER MY SWORD! MAY WE WILL DRIVE TO THE 
HISTORY SHOWS HE LIFE! T WILL YOU BURY IT RUINS ON HIS CASTLE 


WAS A GREAT SWORDS- KILL THIS DEEP IN HIS NEAR WILTZ/ 
MAN AND STRONG BEAST OR DIE HEART! 
AS ALION/ TRYING / 


COL. MOSELLE HAP ARRIVED ON 
HIS MISSION OF VENGEANCE... 


I HAVE BEEN 


NOT SO FAST, 
m TRICKED! THIS 


BARON! I 


IS NOT MY MAY I PRESENT YOU WITH YOUR WORK HAVE SOME 
SWORD! I SWORD, BARON ! WHICH L HOPE oF you! TRICKS MYSELF! 
MUST GO TO RUN THROUGH YOUR = 

BACK To THE BLACK HEART/ LN 
MUSEUM / ‘aa 
WHAT. IS THAT MY SWoRD! 


YOU FOOL! IT 1S 
USELESS To DUEL 
WITH ME! T WAS 
THE GREATEST 
SWORDSMAN IN 
LUXEMBURG! 


TI HEAR 7 


BUT THE BARON HAS 
= THE UPPER HAND! 
ye 

Ri?/ WEAKENING § HOW 
LONG CAN THIS 
SAVAGE FIGHT 


YOU DOG, HOW DARE 
YOU DUEL WITH BARON 
DES GARENNES 7 
SAY YOUR 
PRAYERS! 


NOT WHILE THERE 
1S STRENGTH IN 
MY ARMS! 


SUDDENLY, WITH LIGHTNING SW/FTNESS, THE TIDE 
OF BATTLE TURNED... 


BACK, YOU HELL FIEND! 
THE ADVANTAGE !S MINE 


HELAS! TAM 
DISARMED! 


Br 


~Z ayy 


EI 
| 


RETURN To YOUR 
GRAVE AND 


COL, MOSELLE, YOU 
WERE MAGNIFICENT! 
YOU DUELLED WITH 
THE DEVIL HIMSELF 
AND CONQUERED ! 


W LOOK! HIS FACE 
IS SHRIVELING 
AWAY To DUST! 


NOW WE CAN RETURN THE \ . AWAY! RUN 
SWORD TO THE MUSEUM! J FOR YOUR MONUMENT! A NEW EPISODE OF 
LIVES / THE Me HORROR HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE 
CASTLE WALLS J HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY/ THIS 
ARE FALLING 4m DAY I WILL NEVER 
FORGET AS LONG 
AS Live! 


BARON DES GARENNES’ 


NO, THE SWORD MUST 
REMAIN IN HIS BODY! 
IT WILL KEEP HIM IN 
HIS GRAVE / LISTEN! 
WHAT {S THAT 
RUMBLING NOISE 7 


THOSE BLASTED 
SNAKES. BUT THEY 
WON'T GET THE 
BETTER OF ME... 
MLL KILL THEM 

TIL THE 


Mason's PRIVATE KINGLOM WAS 

CRAWLING WITH SNAKES...HE | 

SPENT AS TIE HUNTING ANC 

KILLING, HOPING SOMEPAY 7O LONELY PLACE. 


FIND HE HAD WON OVER THEM... 
INTO THE PIT WITH 


Ce 


THE SKELETONS OF 
THE OTHERS / 


AWOMAN HERE ON 


My ISLAND 


WILLIAMS, 
BRING SOME 
FOO Ee 


HOW DID YOU 
py HERE? 


AWOMAN, SIR / 
Y-YES, SIR‘... 


7.oMY NAME TELL ME/you'LL BREAK 
Wis KSPTHA... NCHANTMENT/ | HAVE 
| COME ER KNOWN A CREATURE 
FROM... AS BEAUTIFUL AS 
YOU ARE... 


|'M WEARY.\“FORGIVE ME, WILLIAMS 
IT'S BEENA | WILL PREPARE QUARTERS 
STRAIN TO FOR You... WE'LL TALK 
REACH IN THE MORNING... 
HERE... 


SNAKE/INVADING MY 


HOME/ IN THE VERY CHAIR 
SHE USED/ IT COULD 
HAVE STUNG HER/ 
MAYBE POISONED 
HER/ 


INTO THE PIT/ THANK GOODNESS 
YOU DION'T FRIGHTEN THE ANGEL oF 
THE STORM WHO SLEEPS LIKE A 
CHILD INSIDE... 


TWILL...» MY. MIND 
IS AT PEACE... 
Now/ 


YOU GO TOO FAR,UGLY ENEMY/BUT 
YOU WILL JOIN THE LEGIONS OR: 
OTHERS LIKE YOU THAT | HAVE 
SLAIN/ | DESPISE YOU...DIE/ 


gq BIE! J = 


CURSING TRAILED OFF TOA 
LAUGHTER THAT BORDERED 
ON MADNESS. 


SHE WILL NEVER 
LOOK UPON YOU... 
NEVER /NEVER/ 


IMASON ROSE WITH THE EARLY SLIN...HE HAD WHAT IS THIS YOU ARE DOING ? 
ALLPEC FERVOR IN HIS HATING ANE HUN TING . 
WoW... OH! GOoD 

MORNING.“1'M 


] 1S IN- 
“TRILL 


I'M SORRY, | CAN IMAGINE HOW SHOCKING 
1S MUST BE TO YOU...1 GET CARRIED 
AWAY WITH LOATHING... 


MIAsow's GUEST WAS ALMOST SILENT PURING 
Te DAY. BY EVENING SHE ASKED 70 SEE THE 
GROUNDS... 


BE l 
CAREFUL ! 
OHH... 


HE ISLAND !1S YES, IT 1S A BEAUTIFUL 
[ BEAUMEUL, BUT PLACE TO LIVE! 
FOR THE 
SNAKES... 


SHE‘/S DISAPPEARED WHAT is ~ 
THIS PLACE? IT'S NOT ONE 


OF 
MY SNAKE PITS/A CAVES a 


GOT TO FIND 

HER/IF ANYTHING 

HAPPENS TO HER, J 
NLL NEVER | 
FORGIVE BB 
MYSELF/ A 


THE PITCH DARKNESS SERVED 
70 ENL/GHTEN MASON... HE MACE 
4 REMARKABLE PISCOVERY.. 
|LOVE HER/| 
OREAMED THE: 
COULD BE SUCH A 
WOMAN /| MUST 
FIND HER..-. 


wes 


HER VOICE./SHE'S 
SOBBING / HOW 
STRANGE. HER 


ALMOST MISTAKE 
IT FOR LAUGHTER 


4 | 


NO/ | HAVE 
NO WISH TO 
LEAVE... 


come/ tet's 
GET OUT OF 
THIS DREAD- 
FUL PLACE/ 


THE FLASH BEAM SUODENLY (IMPRISONED THE 
GIRL. NMIASON GASPED IN RELIEF...SHE WAS 
UNAHLURTI AND OPLPLY CALNI... 


1AM HERE... 
you EQUND 


Bur SUOLENLYA CRY ROSE (NS 
MASONS THROAT. AND 
GUS Lies. He STAMED IN DISBELIEF... 


YOu'RE JUST 
HYSTERICAL! 
COM 


7 STAY BEHIND ME... 

| PERHAPS THEY WILL 

BE SATISFIED IN 

CRINGE ONLY BUT_! CAN TRY! 
yu 


% j s S OVE YOU/ 
a = : NN hs LROreeT 
hg df se “ s you 


4 


/. | TOLD 
YOU... THERE IS 
NO LEAVING HERE... 


A THOUSAND STINGING BARES I'M. DYING, | KNOW... YOUR DEATH TIME IS 
poe et 4185S BODY ATA Cede BUT YOU...WHAT SLOWER THAN YOU 

STROKE... POLSON SHOT IS HAPPENING OPE FOR, MAN 
HIS VEIV-S AND CREATED “AN TO you? Z 
Gt 5 emai 7 ROARING FIRE OF = 


WE ROAMED THE EARTH 
AGES BEFORE YOUR KIND 
CAME Lb KILL US... BUT 
IN THE END WE 
WILL TAKE 
OVER 


U TRIE 
DESTROY! How Ww 
LOATHE YOU! INDEED 
I'VE PROVEN AS MUCH 
BY TAKING ON AN- 
OTHER, FORM TO 
TO LURE You 


THE HISSING VOICE...THAT 
SPOKE HUMAN WORDS |= 
CONTINUED AVE MASON 
TRIED TO PVE...7O 
ESCAPE A HAUNTING 
FACT...ALL HIS LIFE 


OF AMMAN W 
LOVED AND Csr! 


A TRUE GENIUS CAN BE A BOON TO HUMANITY! BUT THE BORDER BETWEEN GENIUS AND 


INSANITY IS PRECARIOUSLY SLIGHT/ 


IF UNDETECTED IT CAN HAVE DISASTROUS RESULTS ! 


IN A FRENCH UNIVERSITY IN THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY, AN ECCEN- 
TRIC BIOLOGY PROFESSOR DISMISS- 
ES HIS CLASS... : 


AINEEEE / KEEP 
BACK/ I AM YOUR 
MASTER / 


HA - HA? THE 


you MAY -GO Now/ 
SPIDER MAN! 


I GET BETTER 
RESULTS WITH 
MY SPIDERS / 


» 


AND LATER THAT NIGHT IN HIS LAB- 
ORATORY CHARLES FRAGE PEERS 
EXULTANTLY INTO A SMALL VIAL 
GONTAINING THE FRUIT OF HIS LIFE'S 
WORK ! 


success! THIS 1s IT/ MY FLUID 

MADE FROM SPIDER BLOOD! 

IT WILL BE A BOON TO ALL 

HUMANITY / I MUST INFORM 
THE FACULTY / 


SL) 


Chases 


SI 


3 


13 
° 
bee ses 
8 
S 


; —— hei 

THE I TELL YOU, GENTLEMEN / THAT'S THE iDiots! THEY DON’T REALIZE THE 

NEXT I HAVE SUCCEEDED! MOST PRE- GENIUS OF CHARLES 

DAY... MY SECRET FLUID WILL POSTEROUS my 

WORK ON MANKIND/ THING I 
EVER HEARD! | 


PE 


ay. 


Ae 


i °e, az 
Gay Nh ‘aay, 
WT LTS 


x 

Ne! 
or 
x7 


| AND AS iHE PROFESSOR SLEEPS, THE DOG | 
| RESPONDS TO THE SPIDER FLUID! BUT IN | 
| A MANNER TOO Som : 

| HORRIBLE TO 


| CONTEMPLATE / 
Bones 


[LateR THAT NIGHT... 


REBUKE ME, WILL THEY ! 
THEY'LL SOON LEARN OF 

THE POWER OF My SPIDER 
FLUID! THIS SICKLY 
ANIMAL SHALL 

RESPOND TO THE 
SERUM! 


Yr 4, uy, 5 
AT tic 


WarPep BY THE IMPERFECT SERUM, THE 

HIDEOUS SPIDER-LIKE CREATURE THAT ONCE 
% WAS A DOG, RACES oy 

4“ INTO THE NIGHT! 


AND OUTSIDE A DORMITORY... 


IT'S HORRIBLE 
AIEEEE / 


But THE GIRL’S STARTLED 
SHRIEK SUMMONS HER CLASS 


SS 


WW 


— 
U0 fl: 


News oF. THE OMINOUS 
INCIDENT REACHES THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS AND GHARLES 
FRAGE IS IMMEDIATELY 


SUMMONED! 

BUT IF YOU YOURE 
HAD ALLOTED THROUGH 
ME FUNPS HERE, 
BEFORE, THIS FRAGE / 
NEVER WOULD LEAVE AT 
HAVE HAPPENED! ONCE ! 


YOU'RE 


MAD AMT? I'LL LEAVE! 
BUT YOU'LL PAY DEARLY / 
You FOOLS! 


THE ENRAGED FRAGE, 
SEETHING WITH HATRED, 
MOVES HIS EQUIPMENT TO 
AN ABANDONED SHACK CLOSE 
TO THE UNIVERSITY AND 
CONTINUES HIS WEIRD » 
EXPERIMENTS ! 


THEY'LL PAY FOR THEIR 
FOLLY.! THE POWER OF MY 
FLUID SHALL BE THEIR , 
VERY DOOM! HA-HA/ ee 

‘ 


I 


But THE ANOTHER 
EXPERIMENTS EXCELLENT 
ARE NOT SPECIMEN! 
CONFINED HA-HA-HA/ 
TO ANIMALS 

ALONE! 


HEH-HEH/ THOSE 


FOOLS WILL PAY 
FOR THEIR 
SLANDER / 


THE WARPED PROFESSOR'S 
GROTESQUE COLLECTION IN- 
CREASES RAPIDLY! AND A 

DIABOLICALLY CONTRIVED 
SCHEME TAKES PLACE IN 
HIS EVIL BRAIN / 


HA-HA/ YES YOU SHALL 
HAVE MY REVENGE // 

THE HOUR DRAWS NEAR, 
MY PETS / 


ALL RIGHT! OUT 
you! YOU IN THIS 
CELL ARE FREE! 
SEEK OUT THOSE 
WHO HAVE WRONGED 
ME! HA/ HA! 


DON'T STRUGGLE, 
MY FRIEND! YOU 
ARE TOO VALUABLE 
TO BE INJURED / 


THAT'S RIGHT! HEAD FOR 
THE CAMPUS! HAA-HA-HA! 


Vinge 


AIIIEEE/ 2 


LEZEZ 


THE HORRIBLE BAND STRIKES WITH SAVAGE 
EFFICIENCY AS IT’S FIENDISH MASTER WATCH- 
ES GLEEFULLY / 


HA-HA! SO THEY THINK I’M MAD! 
THEY CALL ME SPIDER MAN/ 
iDiots! DIE! DIE! DIE! 


FIRE! THEY’VE LIGHTED TORCHES! My 
CREATURES ARE BEING CONSUMED! 
I MUST GET OUT OF HERE! 


THE MANICAL PROFESSOR RETREATS TO HIS LAB- Ue 2 pies aes 
ORATORY AND IS GREETED BY A SIGHT THAT MAKE GE ans Specs, a ee 
HIS BLOOD RUN coLD! — : Bi, or : 


BE. 
THEY'RE COMING BACK! THEIR Z eC ae 
BODIES ARE ABLAZE! KEEP 
BACK?! STAY AWAY FROM 
ME? DO YOU HEAR ? 


pan ES eS) 
NO! TRAPPED! THE 
FIRE! BELOW/ 


THE ENTIRE LABORATORY BECOMES A BLAZING ...AND THEIR INSIDIOUS, FORSAKEN CREATOR 
INFERNO, THE ROARING FLAMES DEVOUR THE WHO DIES WRITHING HELPLESSLY IN THE 
WEB THAT GRASPS HIM J,, THE SPIDER 
MAN INDEED ! 


THE WEB! I CAN'T... 
GET... OUT... (GASP) 


OF THE... 
AGGGRRRAA// | 


" | ; 


“ven 


WAS IT THE SICKENING 
CLOY/SH FUMES OF THE 
ANESTHES/A ... OR WAS 
/T7 MAN'S BASIC DRIVE 
TO - SEEK SOMETHING 
HE HAS LOST THAT 


DROVE RICKY SLATE 

THROUGH THOSE 

TORTUROUS HURRY! TILL 
GROTESQUE fm SAVE You! L-- I'VE 
SCENES OF... f 


GOT TO... 


IT'S COMING! 
HELP ME! 


\A SILENT NIGHT... ANO RICKY SLATE ANO A FELLOW 


MAYBE YOU MIGHT HAVE LOST 
IT FOR MURDERING THOSE 


YOU GOT TO FIND 
YOUR SOUL...IF 
YOu WANT TO 
REST EASY... 
AFTER YOU 

DIE! I... 


STOP TALKING 
SO MUCH! MY 
HEAD... FEELS 
LIKE IT'S GOING 
TO BURST! 


TWO PEOPLE 7 


YEOW!/ MY 
HEAD...GET 
A DOC... 


DOCTOR! 
DOCTOR! 


(Tr A 


CLAWING 
PAIN 
THAT. 
NEEDED 
MEDICAL 


HORRIBLE, Ii 


) 
ira 


CLOT ON THE 


A SUDDEN a”) 


BRAIN, DOCTOR, 


I'LL SEE ABOUT 
THAT, JUST GET HIM 
INTO SURGERY.’ 


oa) aay 


ee ee oO 


©) 


CRACKLING VOICES SEFARATED REALITY FROM THE | 


UNKNOWN REALM OF THE LINCONSCI/OUS,,. 


HE'S SINKING... 
GOING UNDER... 


THE HYPNOTIC TORPOR OF SLEEP 
FADED INTO MISTY NOTHINGNESS! 
THEN, SLATE FOUND HIMSELF /N 

ANOTHER WORLD, BOTH COMPRE - 
HENSIVE AND FANTASTIC L 


WH-+WHERE AM I 7 
WHY AM L HERE 2 


AND... THAT MAN... 
COMING TOWARDS 


7 


f 


B TO KEEP YOU ALIVE... SO THAT 
» YOU CAN FIND YOUR SOULS 


j a YES! BUT BE CAREFUL! : 
—— DANGER LURKS BEHIND 
EVERY CORNER, FOLLOW 

oe ME CLOSELY / 


/ OH! THAT'S WHY zm) 


HERE... TO LOOK 
FOR MY SOUL # 


SLATE SOON Y BE DEATHLY Mey = WHERE ARE WE 7 
FOUND HIM~- STILL 3 a : a I--I'M SCARED! I FEEL 
SELF AT A Be ae \ f . j LIKE SOMEONE'S 
=, WATCHING ME... 
MOVING, NZ , é 


SHEER 
BLACKNESS / 


26 


WE ARE LOOKING 


FOR RICKY SLATE'S 


SOUL / YOUR 

RECORDS CAN 

TELL ae HAP Se. 
| ! 


! 


THE TUNNEL 
NARROWED DOWN 
TO A SINGLE, 
SLIMY HOLE... 
AND AS SLATE 
CRAWLED 
THROUGH IT, HE 
WAS UNAWARE 
OF WHAT FRANTIC 
HORROR AWAITED 
HIM. 


7 | 


-/ AT'S,..\T'S THE 
MASTER CLERK! 
STAY BACK, 

SLATE! 


LISTED! NO/ 
HIS NAME |S NOT 
HERE ! YOU KNOW 
WHAT THAT. 
MEANS 2 


T'LL SEE IF HE'S THE SOULLESS 
DEP: 


oon 


IT'S THE SOULLESS \ / RUN, SLATE ! YoU ALMOST 
Bennie FOR PRe / DIED... AND MY MISSION 
(A! HA! 


WOULD HAVE BEEN A 
FAILURE / 
RUN, 
SLATE... 
INTO THE 
| \ TUNNEL... 


P i] i \ 


UNNN--H-- I 
WONDER... 


THAT'S WHY 

YOU LOST 

YOUR SOUL, 
Ricky! 


SUDDENLY, SLATE FOUND HIMSELF IN THE GRIP OF | 
COLD DEATH... = 


COME ON 

RICKY/ YOU'RE 

GOING TO THE 
SOULLESS 
DEPTHS! 


YES, IT'S 
US. THE 


MEN YOU 
MURDERED... 


WHO... 7 
NO! NO! 17 
COULDN'T 


YOU'RE, LOOSE, 


RICKY, RUN! a 


; Fs \ 
BUT... WHERE £ 
4 2 (G7 


THE OLD MAN 
ENTERED INTO 
THE SPECTRAL 


ee 


THE STRENGTH 
OF HIS YEARS TO 
FREE SLATE 


SwiFTLy, WO!/T'M NOT 
FEVERISHLY, - x WAITING... 


GOT TO... 
RUN/ THERE... 
GO THROGH 
THERE... 


HEARD THE 
COURSE 
VOICE OF 
THE OLD 
MAD... 


28 


_ 


YOUR SOUL'S LOST, YY 
TO YOU FOREVER! ji 
GO! GO! hf 


Cc — ae = ne 7 
RICKY SLATE SQUIRMED THROUGH 
THE NARROW APERTURE TO/TS ue, 
OTHER SIDE...ONLY TO FACE j 
BUBBLING QUAGMIRES THAT § 
EXUDED FETID ROT... AND AN }¥ 
OMINOUSLY FAMILIAR BLACK 


dh UNCER BY THE REEK/NG 

CAULDKONS OF QU/ICKSAND, 
A KINDLY WRINKLED FACE 
RUSHED TOWARP HIM ww. 


HELP! I TRIED To & 
HELLL... TELL YOU... 
TRIED 7O... 

OHHH... 


| AS SLATE WAS SUCKED | 


SLATE, YOU HAVE _‘% 
REACHED THE REALM 
h OF THE SOULLESS 

Lp DEPTHS! of 


17'S ALL OVER... ALL 
OVER... ALL OVER... 


ITS ALL 
OVER, 
DOCTOR! 


SUDDENLY, 
MYSTICALLY, 
THE BLACKNESS 
OF DEATH FADED... 
AND IN ITS 
STEAD CAME 
THE PURE 
WHITE OF THE 
OPERATING 
ROOM... AND 
REALITY ws 


DURING THE OPERATION, 
I-- I FELT THAT SLATE 
WAS LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING... AND T 
WAS HELPING HIM 
FIND IT/ I WAS 
HELPING HIM FIND IT, 
I TRIED SO HARD,. 
BUT HE GOT AWAY 
FROM ME, SOMEHOW... 


FAULT, 
DOCTOR! 


WILHEMS 
A VAMPIRE |S 
aed ged TOWARD 


ei 


VAMPIRE ? B-BUT 
IT'S JUST NOT 
POSSIBLE IN THIS 


DAY AND AGE! 
BUT... YAH-H? \T'S 
REAL... RLIN!’ 4 


LI4 |S THE ANCIENT CASTLE OF THE POWERFUL 
GOHENSTALFEN FAMILY WHICH RULED THEIR DUKEDOM WITH AN IRON HAND FOR SIX HUNDRED 
JEARS BEFORE THE MYSTERIOUS EXTINTION OF DUKE LUDWIG IN 1563! THEN, TO THE 


DUKE LUOWIG was A “WHEN LUOWIG REACHED MANHOOD, HE WAS CONSUMED 
DEMON AND A TYRANT? WITH HATRED AGAINST H/S FATHER... 
LET ME TELL YOU THE LEZ > ay 
STORY SOYOUCAN JUDGE ,egpe LOOK AT ME! SHUT “ 
_ FOR YOURSELF! ~% INTHE CASTLE FROM 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD 
BECAUSE OF MY 
CURSED MALADY! MY 
FATHER IS TO BLAME 
AND I WILL HAVE 
y REVENGE ff 


~s 


[ “NOT LONG AFTER, LUOWIG'S HATRED "Yen LUBWIG'S MIND CAME “LUDWIG SNUREED OUT THE LIFE 
| LED HIM TO PATRICIOE ! Twa | NTO SANE NOTIONS...” DF HIS ONLY SON. 


AT LAST. My_HATREO MY OWN SON MUST BE 
IS FULFILLED, ! ACCURSED WITH THE A YE frie 
HOHENSTAUFEN MALADY S IT... 

fl WHICH BEFELL UPON ME’ okevEers 


Ri a LUDWIG i ah A TRUE “WHEN THE TAPESTRY WAS |COMPLETED, LUDWIG 
PICTURE OF YoU! SON- LAY ON HIS DEATH SEO... 
SLAYER, BLOOD- SOAKED 
TYRANT Y YOU ARE VERMIN! | FAITHFUL RETAINERS! THESE 
AND SO SHALL IT WEAVE / ARE MY LAST WISHES! BURY 
xe YOUR HISTORY! jf ME IN YON COFFIN IN THE 
Eee es [$1 SECRET PLACE! WRAP MY 
BODY IN THIS TAPESTRY 
SO IT NEVER SEES THE 
LIGHT OF DAY! 


A sreanas erat \ janes egw oe 
/ 
WAS HIS DISEASE? oan BUT, HE'S cae (T'S UNUSUAL...EVERY I NOTICED , 
WHERE DOES HE EWHERE | OPENING !S DRAPED THAT, TOO: 
LIE BURIEO 7 : REAR THE CASTLE "AND SO THAT NO SUNLIGHT 
: GOOD RIDDANCE! CAN ENTER! at 


ve 


HE SEARCHERS ENTER A DARK ¢ CHAMBER... 


IT'S cee 
THO! 


aes TF HAVE 
DIED IN NeIR 
CHAINS! 


Look! TORTURE INSTRUMENTS.’ 
AN"/RON MAIDEN"... THUMB SCREWS. 
IRON BOOTS..,WRACKS ! LUDWIG'S 
PASSION FOR CRUELTY MAKES 

ULRICH'S STORY RING TRUE! 


THIS PROVES 
THAT LUDWIG 
WAS A 


BB <SX : 
(STEVE, BRAD-TAK ; 
; E Jessica I'LL TRY CUTTING INTO THIS i 
OUTSIDE AND'Loo FLAGSTONE FLOOR. YE aw: Roser rs passuLy CRAW ue 
A BURIAL VAULT! THE STONE IS SHARP! A FLAGSTONES. 
R \ CHIP CUT INTO MY WRIST... ee 


BETTER TEND TO IT! 
I'M LOSING A LOT OF 
BLOCD ! 


DON'T BE 
TOO LONG, 
ROBERT! 


frag 
Ue VME a 


tT 


AM I RESTORED TO SEE MY CASTLE 
LOOTED? MY PRECIOUS TAPESTRIES 
GONE? AND THEN THE NOBLE NAME 
OF HOHENSTAUFEN FLUNG INTO THE 
DUST? I WILL CLAIM A_LIFE FOR 
EACH TAPESTRY, AND THE LAST 
TAPESTRY, MYO WN, WILL 
NEVER BE FOUND! 


WHO DARES ROUSE 


We ANCIENT 
ME FROM MY GRAVE? 


STONES WERE 
HURLED ASICE, 
AND FROM His‘ 
CENTURIES-OLD 


LAST OF THE 
HOHENS TALPENS! 4 


—— 


[A FEW MINUTES LATER. WHEN ROBERT RETURNED... 
You MUST HAVE ! 


LET'S CALL IT 
A DAY, BESIDES 
THERE'S ALWAYS 


MAYBE YOU'RE 
RIGHT! THIS IS 
TOO MUCH FOR 


THAT'S OOD! T NEVER 
FORCED UP THAT MANY NO ONE ELSE WAS HERE! MY ADOLED TOMORROW! 
STONES BEFORE I PERHAPS YOU FORGOT! BRAIN TODAY! 


BESIDES, IT'S 
GETTING TOO 
DARK TO WORK! 


CUT MYSELF! 


a Ne a 
HWE NEXT MORNING THE TOWN 
WAS AWAKENED BY... 


cK 


Yat WIGHT LUDWIG STARTED MY THROAT BURNS IN 
HIS VENDET TA ON THE CUTSKIRTS! |( ANTICIPATION! THE 

wy ANCIENT CURSE WILL 

WILHELM ! R UU SOON BE SATED WHEN HELP! HELPS 

T DRINK BLOOD’ ¢/ WAKE UP! < 


Te RUSHING ROER HAS 
DER 
We BHEN COMMITTED! MURDER? 
MURDER! IMPOSSIBLE 


IN THIS 


ee . ‘ 

Ll ge, 
‘SOON AFTER, IN NIGHTINGALE LANE... ANOTHER DAY Y OF FRUITLESS SEARCH iN 
WHAT CAUSED SOMEONE... OR"SOMETHING” ae 


I'M SURE THAT 
TAPESTRY IS IN 
THE CASTLE, AND 
I WON'T LEAVE 
UNTIL L FIND IT! 


THESE AWFUL STRANGLED THEM! I MUST 
OEATHS, CRSTOns lahebag gi | sala 
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—s 


Sc sc a ates 
Es rou e DELEGATION ViSITS| LATER, OUTSIOE THE CASTLE. | THEM... IN THE CASTLE... 


THE TELEMANS... 


LOOK, I ROBERT... T WILL,BUT \ LOOK’ A COMPLETE 
Ar See oD Gy beatae 
THIS SEARCH! Boe | cee 


BUSINESS 
YOU HAVE ROUSED I6 JUST 
THE HOHEN- 

STAUFEN 


THAT 
TAPESTRY! NONSENSE! 
AND NO 
VAMPIRE! VAMPIRE IS 
GOING TO 
STOP ME! 


— 
MAYBE THE TAPESTRY 
IS IN THIS CHEST! I 
DON'T THINK ROBERT 
HAS BEEN IN THIS 


You HAVE DISCOVERED ss THAT LIGHT! 


MY HIDING PLACE! I AM Ht et ; CANNOT GO 
LUOWIG, THE LAST: j SLIPPEO/IM / © NEAR IT! 
HOHENSTAUFEN! ew FALLING ” : 


JESSICA'S IN 
JESSICA'S DANGER, BRAD! 
SCREAMS CHECK OUTSIDE! 
ALERTED i I'M GOING 
ROBERT... UPSTAIRS ! 


THE LIGHT’ DON'T 
OPEN THE DRAPE! 


LUOWIG DISAPPEARED 
WHEN I TORE OPEN THE 
DRAPE AND LET SUNLIGHT 

IN/TFOUND A PILE OF 
DUST IN THIS CHEST... 
y HIS REMAINS / 


MY OWN SONZ IT IS 
HIS ARMOR ! FORGIVE 
ME! I KILLED YOU To 
SAVE YOU FROM THIS 
VAMPIRE AFFLICTION / 


/ HE'S AND FROM THE TOWER | THAT's en 
ING BEFORE \ WINDOW, ROBERT SAW | ,. HATS A RELIER! 
s; THI: Meee is JESSICA WAS SAFE... THE io 


E 
G, MPIR 
"I LANDED IN THE 
OAT i. L' 
ROBERT OM 


LOOK! THETA PESTRY! Weeks LATER IN 7 THE MEDIEVAL H. 
NO WONDER WE F THE CHICAGO MUSELIM.. acs 
foowie HAD IT 
LUDWIG | THAT'S WHY LUDWIG 
BURIED WITH HID THE TAPESTRY 
HIM ! ~ FROM THE WORLD! 
HE DION'T WANT 


ERRR! 
LET'S GET 
OUT OF 

HERE! 


| fA WHAT'S THE MATTER, BILL? SOMETHING |S 
TA SPACE STATION | HOW COME YOU CAN'T JAMMING THE FREQUENCY! 
|} ONAN ASTEROID IN | GET ANYTHING ON 3 IT'LL KEEP ON 
/ 4 THAT RADIO? OUR : TRYING... 
,_) RELIEF IS TWO Y ' 
TWOEARTHMENAWAITED| WEEKS OVERDUE ,© = pee 
THE/R REPLACEMENTS ALREADY / y , 
| appee ner Keias ame y 
BONE) THEY DID NOT ne 
ARRIVE... WHY 2 
THE MEN SNAPPED ON 
THE /INTERGALACT/C iy 
COMMUNICATION SET 
AND. TRIED TO MAKE 
CONTACT--- 


LOOK, TOD...ON THE RADAR-VIEWER! 
ASHIP'S COMING _IN FOR A ) 
LANDING ! MUST BE OUR RELIEF. 
/T'S GOT TO BE / 


HELO, EARTH... THIS IS 
SPACE STATION 27-Bs, 
REPORTING .,. COME IN, 
EARTH... COME IN! 


KEEP_WORKING THAT RADIO, 
I'M GOING OUT: TO THE SHIP / 
MAYBE SOMEONE'S 
ST/LL ALIVE! 


"THE MEN WATCHED THE SHIP LEVEL OUT FOR A 
LANDING, BUT THEIR HOPES TURN TO HORKOR 
AS THE JETS SUDDENLY GAVE WAY AND THE 
CRAFT NOSED IN OUT OF CONTROL ..- 


ee 


YUGGHS KEEP AWAY! 

TLL BLAST YOU 

IF YOU COME ANY 
CLOSER! 


DOESN'T LOOK LIKE ONE 

OF OURS! HEY, THOSE 
OA THINGS DRIFTING OUT 
= OF THE WRECK... 


B JST Was Be USE IN A FEW MOMENTS THE 
Wide ES) ER AND THE EARTHMAN 


ot ™ ¥ 


WONDER WHAT'S KEEPING THEN, THERE WAS A KNOCK ON THE DOOR AND 


TOD? COULDN'T HAVE WHEN SILL. OPENED /T.. 
THE THINGS UBLE! WHAT IN THE 
MADE HIMA WORLD... NO; 
PRISONER... IT CAN'T BE... 
SOME STRANGE 
FORCE WAS 
SHAPING H/S WILL 
TO._00 THEIR 


SPACE STATION 
WHERE AN 
UNSUSPECTING 
BILL LAWRENCE 
WAS WAITING 
FOR THE RETURN 


BUDDY / 


Too! MY MIND HAS BEEN POOR TOD! 'VE GOT TO FIGURE A 
WHAT'S TAKEN OVER BY THESE WAY OUT OF THIS... THERE MUS 
HAPPENED / SUPERIOR BRAINS! THEY BE A WAY OUT! 

TO CONTROL MY WILL POWER Bi op Man. 

You? AND I’M FORCED TO DO g 

THEIR BIDDING / 
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I HAVE READ YOUR MIND, BUT HOW DO YOU EXPECT e 
TO LEAVE HERE? YOUR : 
SHIP IS WRECKED AND ; SS 


IT'S THE ONLY MEANS 
w OF FLIGHT! 


THAT NOISE! THEY'RE 


NEVER! I'LL y 
LIN, 


NEVER GIVE 
IN! 


f 
in 


BILL WATCHED IN TERROR we THEN THEY WERE THERE WAS NO STOPPING THEM 
AS THE BULKHEAD BEGAN THROUGH AS THE PLATES AS THEY SWARMED THROUGH THE 


TO GLOW WITH HEAT... BUCKLED LINDER THE 


GAPING HOLE..- 
INTENSE PRESSURE! ; 


a : ) eg sa & 
OE rr ol ;@J 


HME STRUGGLED VALIANTLY, BUT THE ODDS IN A FEW MOMENTS --- AND B/LL 
WERE TOO GREAT/ BAA oe eGLE WAS LAWRENCE FOUND 


HECOULO NOT { 
eden 5ES/ST! THERE 
WAS ONLY ONE 
THOUGHT IN 
Is MI 


ANN 


[sft 


Piece 
(8S ASS 8 


YES, I'LL TRY THEM HELLO ... STATION ROGER .,, WE'LL 
27-83... THIS iS ” 
EARTH... YOUR 
RELIEF SHIP |S 
ON ITS WAY! 


4 
CaN 


NOW WE CAN 
STOP THE JAMMING } AGAIN! HELLO, EARTH... 
MACHINE / WE HELLO, EARTH... 


MUST CONTACT 
EARTH! 


THE TWO MEN LOOKED AT EACH OTHER 
AND NOODED / THE FIRST STEP OF THE/R 
MISSION WAS NOW COMPLETED! THEY WERE Hy 
GOING HOME.,, uF LEAD THE CONQUEST N 


OF EARTH! 


Most OF US, WHO WALK IN BRIGHT SUNSHINE 
OF LIFE SUSPECT NOTHING OF THE 
HORRORS THAT LIE JUST BEYOND THE 
EDGE OF DARKNESS, WHERE FETID 
MISTS HANG LIKE SHROUDS FOR, 
DAMNED SOULS, AND DEMONS: MOAN 

IN THE ETERNAL NIGHT! BUT FOR 


| JOURNEY INTO THE UNKNOWN, THERE 
\S ONLY EVERLASTING TERROR/ 


Doctor JOHN AMES, PSYCHIATRIST, IS ABOUT) 
TO INTERVIEW A NEW PATIENT... (TTP 


MRS. HOPGE BEGINS HER 

TREATMENT TODAY 
NURSE! SHOW HER IN 
AS SOON AS SHE 
ARRIVES! 


f SHE'S HERE 


NOW, \ 7 
TéR! i( pip YOu KNOW THAT SHE'S 
DOCTOR \ DORIS HODGE, THE FAMOUS 
MOVIE STAR! IVE SEEN HER 

IN A LOT OF 
PICTURES! 


YES, I KNOW! 
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ed 


So... 


HELLO, MRS. HODGE! 
COME. IN, PLEASE | 


JUST MAKE YOURSELF 
COMFORTABLE! 


THANK YOU, 
DOCTER! I 
DO HOPE 
YOU CAN 


IT TOOK A LOT OF 


| COURAGE TO COME 


HERE, DOCTOR) 1 
HAD GREAT DIFEFI- 


SUPPOSE YOU \ 
TELL ME 


ABOUT \T! 
HELP ME! CULTY IN TAKING ° 2 


\ THIS STEP! 


/, . 
‘G/ \ di! Vu) i 
4% A yi 
i 
WELL, AS YOU MAY KNOW, 
TAMIN PICTURES! AND 
LATELY- THEY SEEM TO 
LET ME PLAY NOTHING 


BUT HORROR ROLES! 
Vv 


E BEEN A VAMPIRE IN 
MY FIVE PICTURES AND.., 


7 


IWANT BLOOD! I 
MUST HAVE IT 
f OR I'LL GO MAD! 
at ee —\ A 
CHANGING KAN 
INTO A > 
CGASP) 
VAMPIRE! 


MRS. HODGE! YOU- 
SHE'S FAINTING, 
PASSING OUT! 


SHE'S OUT COLD! A VERY STRANGE YES, MRS. HODGE, \ 
CASE. INDEED-I'D CALL IT HYPER- 1-WHERE-- Ei Pale BUT DON'T WORRY! | 
INDUCED VAMPIRISM! PROBABLY er \ T THINK 1 CAN / 
NOT ATRUE VAMPIRE, BUT THE 3 HELP YOU! / 
MOVIE ROLLS SHE PLAYS BRING TS) 
THEM TO THE 
SURFACE! 


HELP ME? BUT THE CURE WILL BE 
OH, HOW 1 LONG AND EXPENSIVE! 
HOPE So! 
\T's BEEN AN YOU TO A PRIVATE 
SANITARIUM OF MINE! 


so 
HORRIBLE - 


NOT MUCH FARTHER / OHH- IT'S SO DARK 
NOW, MRS. HODGE! AND LONELY HERE! 
JUST OVER THE TM A LITTLE 


CREST THERE! FRIGHTENED! 


NOTHING TO BE 

AFRAID OF! SEE, \T LOOKS 

THERE AHEAD! SO GLOOMY: 
THAT'S MY 
PLACE! 


NONSENSE, 
MRS. HODGE! 
YOU'RE IN A 


LIKE tr HERE! |} \ TREATMENT 
BETTER GO /\) AT ONCE! 
BACK. 1 
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LUGHHH- GOOD NIGHT, THIS WAY, 


[TRE DOOR SLOWLY CREAKS 
oP WHAT A MRS. HODGE | PLEASE! 
MONSTER! SEE YOU IN YOU'RE ON 
WHAT SORT THE MORNING! THE TOP 


FLOOKR! 


OFAPLACE 
IS THIS? 


YES, IGOR! 


SOOD EVENING, 
THIS IS MRS. 


DOCTOR! 1 SEE 


WE HAVE ANOTHER HODGE , 
- PATIENT | SHOW H Nh 
Ee \ GOOD 
{f N-NIGHT 
DOCTOR! 


r 


\ 
ery 


LaTerR, As THE [ SEE HER IN THE MORNING, 
OCTOR SITS EH? HAH-HAH! UNLESS 1 MISS 
HIS STUDY,.. & MY GUESS I'LL SEE HER y. 


>) 
IN 


eee 
<= % 


YES DOCTOR, \ao ued 
JUSTAS YOUIN- Vag 
STRUCTED! THE ' 
HOUSE IS EMPTY: 


WELL, IT SHOULDN'T BE 
LONG NOW! WITH HER 
TENDENCIES, AND IN 
THIS ATMOSPHERE 
OF GLOOM, SHE 
SHOULD BE. CHANGING 
INTO A VAMPIRE 
ANY MOMENT! 


YES, DOCTOR! 


GOOD! GO TO BED 
AN GOOD NIGHT! 


D STAY THERE! 
NO MATTER WHAT 
U HEAR, STAY 
N YOUR 'ROOM! 
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THE AHH-AT 
MOMENTS LAST! I THINK 
SLIDE LHEAR HER 
PAST ON THE 
AND THE STAIRS! 
DOCTOR 
WAITS AND 
AND : 
LISTENS! ; 
THEN,.,, COME. IN MRS. 
HODGE! I'VE 
BEEN EXPECT- 
ING YOU FOR 
AN HOUR!NOW 
THAT YOU'RE 
AGRRRR- NOT SO FAST 
AHHHHHHH- MY DEAR! I KNOW 
I'LL KILL. YOu! {| WHAT YOU WANT, 


I- WANT-— 


EXACTLY, BUT 
YOUR- 


YOU WONT GET 
thes 


TLL GET 1T TOO! 
YOU WON'T ES- 
CAPE ME THIS 


HA-HAH-FOOL! & ALL 
YOU DON'T EVEN WRONG! 
STRUGGLE! you YOU ARE 
KNOW IT'S NOTA 


USELESS! 


WHILE TAM A 

REAL VAMPIRE! 
AND SO I'M THE 
STRONGER! HA- 
HAH-HAH! NOW 
WHO WINS? 


OH, YES! NO -HO-HO! 
. AND NOW, MY DEAR... 


E eeeEEKK K- 
oHHHHHH-— 
AHHHHHH - 


= 
LT HE NIGHT DESCENDS... AND ALL THE CREATURES OF EARTH CURL UP FOR SLEEP, 
BUT ALIVE AND LURKING, IS ONE THAT HOWLS WITH EVIL GLEE...4 CREATURE 
SHLINNED BY MAN AND BEAST, THAT KILLS BY FANG AND CLAW... A HORROR THAT 
WAIT: coe 


NEREWOL FS 


_ > rT eae — 
BUT, GUYS! I TELL \/ A CHARLATAN! IT'S NOT, LARRY, I'M SURE_) ( ALL RIGHT, 
YOU THAVE UN- _/\ A PHONEY WHO THOSE CHEMICAL ALEX... 
PUBLICIZED REACTIONS INTHE OLD ca BUT WE 


De THREE 


HAO BEEN COVERED’ THE 

INSEFARABLE HIDDEN WRITINGS }{ HIMSELF AS A BOOKI FOUND ATTHE / { THINK You've 

ALMOST FROM | OF LUPE GAROU! _/\, WEREWOLE!! USED BOOK STORE A BEEN SEEING 
THE F/RST 1 ( ARE GENUINE! jy 


WHAT @OT ! 
DAY OF : 
COLLEGE | \f 
THREE YEARS 
LATER, THEY 
WERE CLOSER 
THAN BROTHERS \Gits= 
AND THAT'S | TiS 
HOW IT 
BEGAN... 


OKAY... |F THEY WANT BUT TILL NEED "WOLF BANE’CRYSTALS 


(oe) PROOF, I'LL SHOW THEM, AND GAROU'S NOTES SAY THAT HE 
DEVASTATING I'LL DUPLICATE GAROU'S WAS TO BE BURIED WITH THE 
HAD BEEN ENTIRE EXPERIMENT! CRYSTALS WHEN HE DIED! MY ONLY 


AIS FRIEND'S 
CRITICISM 
THAT 
ALEX NOME 
CONSIDERED 
THE i 
CHEMICAL. 


SOURCE THEN... IS GAROL'S GRAVE! 


LUPE GAROL, THE MAN WHO HAD PERPETRATED THE 
HOAX OF THE CENTURY, LAY ENTOMBED INA WEED - 


CHOKEO CEMETERY ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN... 
TWO NIGHTS LATER... 
: I MUST'VE BEEN CRAZY 


TO COME HERE / IF THE 
POLICE CATCH ME,I'm } 
SUNK! 7A ~ 


MAYBE LARRY AND RUSSEL ARE 
RIGHT! ME AND MY INSANE 

THEORIES! WHO EVER HEARD 
OF SOMEONE WANTING TO 
BE BURIEO WITH WOLF 
BANE? WELL SOON 
FIND OUT... 


NT NN oe oOo 


; ITIS TRUE THEN! LUPE GAROU DELIBERATELY 

COMMITTEO SUICIDE BY INHALING THE CHOKING 

\ VAPORS OF WOLF BANE! THE TOWNSPEOPLE MUST 
HAVE BURIEO HIM WITH THE REST Boer CRYSTALS 


U7, 


GREAT SCOTT IL’ 
H-HE WAS RIGHT/! 
LOOK AT HIS 

FACE! 


[ LATER... 


THINK OF {T, DARLING..- 
THE MINUTE I ANNOUNCE 
MY DISCOVERY, SCIENCE 
WILL STRIDE AHEAD! 


OH, PLEASE MMMM COME Now! ADMIT You'RE YOU KNOW I 
ALEX! STOP TALKING | JOKING) WEREWOLVES, DO, ALICE... BUT 
IN MELODRAMATIC CHEMICAL REACTIONS! HA, TM DEADLY 
CLICHES / HA! I'D RATHER YoU TOLD’ / EARNEST ABOUT 
ME YOU LOVED ME! THIS ANO I'LL 
PROVE IT! 


I'VE MELTED ALL THE THE MOONLIGHT PROBABLY 
MUONIGHT.- CRYSTALS INTO THE FLUID HAS SOME SUBTLE EFFECT 
ANO THE AND NOW... ACCORDING TO ON THE REACTION THAT I 

FULL OF GAROU'S FORMULA , I MUST 
THE MOON 


DRINK IT AT MIDNIGHT 


CAN'T EXPLAIN AS YET... 
AT FULL MOON / 


BUT NOW... HERE 


et Oe ee ee eee 

2 ARRGH! MY THROAT..,ON 

\ FIRE’ FEEL STRANGE.S 
DIZZY... SOMETHING'S 

‘7 “HAPPENING TOME.., < 


IT WORKED! I HAVE LATER...ON THE STREET... 
A DESIRE TO KILL-- 
KILL/ HA,HA! 
GETTING A BIT. CHILLY 


R MY TER 
COAT TOMORROW! 


AAGGH/ LET \ 


GO!! W-WHAT DO / 
Yaeghie! 
—~ 


AND WHEN OHHH-H,., WHERE 
DAWN CAME... W-WHAT- 
( HAVE I DONE? I--L 
sj KILLEO/ HEAVEN 
Wh, HELP ME | 
, 
i 


tts | 


3 
i 


EXTRA! EXTRA! 
NIGHT- FIEND 


STRIKES! FIVE 
HORRIBLE 2 DIE HORRIBLY,’ 
NEWS 
AND 
reas 


Aeex 


ALEX DIDN'T KNOW WHAT MADE HIM LIE BECAUSE 
NOW HE WAS TWO PEOPLE... AN EV/L MONSTER 
ENCASED IN THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN, LATER. § 


I CAN'T GO THROUGH THAT AGAIN // 
WHAT A FOOLT WAS! IT'S MIDNIGHT 
ONCE MORE... I,.,I'M GOING TO 
CALL THE POLICE !! 


I SHALL RIP OPEN 
HER DELICIOUS 
THROAT TONIGHT... 


Gud 70 


THE ONE 
PERSON 
S0 DEAR, 
THE BEAST 
STEALTHILY 
STALKED,,. 


TO 
DESTROY 
AIS LAST 
BARRIER 


TO 
NORMALCY... 


I-I/M GOING TO 
GIVE MYSELF UP! T'LL 
TELL RUSSEL AND 

LARRY EVERY THING! ; 


ALEX! I'VE TRIED TOREACH |\ OF COURSE I 

: YOU.ALL MORNING! THAT _]WAS! A MANIAC 
BUSINESS ABOUT THE 1S,,.15 LOOSE... 
WEREWOLF! FANTASTIC, ¥ AND IT KILLS 
BUT WE HAVE TO KNOW! } LIKE A BEAST! 
YOU.,, YOU MUST HAVE THERE'S Nfo) 


THER 
EXPLANATION: f 


BEEN JOKING,_. 


BUT I. FEELSO STRANGE... 
LIKE BEFORE...I--I'M 
TURNING... TURNING-- 


GROW-WRR-R! 
HA-HA! THIS IS 
HOW IT SHOULD BE! 
I'M STRONG AND 
EAGER,.,AND THE 
MOON CALLS: 


CLOSER I COME TO HER 

Ai WARM BLOOD! SEE HOW 
i, FRIGHTENEO SHE IS / 
NOW... NOW... 


ALICE !/ AND... 
AND... GOOD 
LORD! ALEX! 


N-NO!! DON'T 
SHOOT HIM ! | 
HE'S SICK! ! J 


TURNS ANDO 
RUNS... 


IF THEY TRY TO EXECUTE 
ME, I'LL LIVE TO KILL AGAIN! 
THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY OUT 
OF THIS! GAROU MENTIONED 
HYPNOSIS OF ONE'S VICTIMS..- 
FORGIVE ME, MY DARLING 
FOR WHAT LAM 
ABOUT TO DO.., 
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HELP! HELP/ CAN'T 
FIGHT HIM... MUCH... 
: LONGER... / 


ALEX LETS GO 

OF THE G/RL 

AND ATTACKS 
HIS FRIEND... 


CATER... 


IT'S ALMOST MOENING,.. THEY'LL FIND 
ME SOON! I CAN'T LET THEM TAKE ME! 
LL WON'T BE ABLE TO DIE |! I HAVEN'T 
GONE BACK TOMY HUMAN FORM! THE 
CHEMICAL REACTION MUST HAVE 
BEEN PERMANENT! 


[ Meanie, BACK IN ALEX'S ROOM... 


TRY TO CARRY OUT HIS , BETTER STILL...I/M 
EXPERIMENT TO THE GOING TO DRINK THE 
LETTER, LARRY! WE . © SAME CONCOCTION 
MuST HAVE AN ANTI- { ALEX MADE! HERE 
DOTE QUICKLY/ GOES | 


ONE HOUR LATER... Yes!!! ALL \ ALEX ISON MOON HILL! HE 
THIS IS NOTHING HAS ALICE UP THERE, THE 
IT'S AS WE FEARED/ BUT WASTED | POLICE SAW HER WALKING 
THIS SOLUTION EFFORT! POOR £ UP THERE ALONE! THAT'S 
HAS ABSOLUTELY WO 
9. EFFECT 


LET'S Go/ 
COME ON, 


HOW THEY FOUND HIM ! 
THEY'RE GOING TO 
CLOSE IN ! 


SECONDS OF A LIFE SPEEDING &Y.,, SECONDS 
STRETCHED INTO ETERNITY... ANO THENce. 


Sr RN epee  —— | 
EXCEPT IN HIS MIND.INSANITY | BUT HOW DID 
MADE HIM THINK HE WAS 4 77 ALICE KNOW HE 
WEREWOLF.’ BUT REASON -/ WAS HERE 7HOW 
RECONQUERED FOR A -_ DID SHE KNOW 
WHILE MAKING HIM WANT WHERE To FIND 
WHY,,, HE'S NORMAL, TO KILL HIMSELF! WHAT _ 7" HIM? EXPLAIN THA 
NORMAL |N BETTER WAY THAN To VIF YOU CAN.! 
EVERY WAy | HAVE HIS SWEETHEART gem! EXPLAIN IT // 
~ 00 '\T ? YES, INSANITY / 
WAS THE HORRIBLE 
BEAST.,,NOT His 
EXPERIMENTS / 


POLICE, MORBID PEOPLE... REPORTERS... A CRYING 
GIRL WAKING UP FROM HER TRANCE... BUT MORE 
STARTLING... THE FACE OF THE BEAST... 


BIT STRANGE ANO SINISTER MISSION BROUGHT 
JHE SINISTER STRANGER 7O TOWN ? WHO WAS HE, 
WHENCE 21D HE COME, WHAT 210 HE WANT ? HE 
KEPT TO HIMSELF, ALWAYS WATCHFUL, ALWAYS 
WAITING! TALL, GRIM, AUSTERE, HE WAS A MAN 
WHO WAS DEDICATED 70 DEATH! HE FREQUENTED 
THE SORDIP PARTS OF THE CITY, THE STINKING. 

GARBAGE STREWN STREETS WHERE THE RATS, 
HUMAN ANB OTHERW/SE, PROWLED IN A 
DEADLY SEARCH FOR PREY! THEN ONE BLEAK 
WMGHI, THE STRANGER FOUND WHAT HE 
SOUGHT AND AT LAST; HE KEPT HIS 5 
GRIM APPOINTMENT! tig 

ee ie 
wg 
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SYOLENL % ONE STORMY NIGHT, HE 
WAS THERE! EVES GL/77ERING COLDLY 
WE SURVEYED THE SHABBY, RUN DOWN 
NEIGHBORHOOD... 


G0 7HE GRIM VIG/L BEGINS! THERE 15 
SOMETHING CRUEL, ALMOST FELINE 
ABOUT THE STRANGERS EVES... 


ves, THIS MUST F 2 i THAT'S NOTHIM, BUT | KNOW 
BE THE HOUSE / | y HE'S IN THERE, AND SOONER 
ITIS JUST THE Go / OR LATER HE’LL HAVE TO 
SORT OF HOUSE vial p Z SHOW HIS FACE / 
AND NEIGHBOR- J18 
HOOD THAT HE 

WOULD CHOOSE/ 

DIRTY, FOUL, 

LIKE FE 1S/ 

BUT NOW IF I'M 
CAREFUL, AND a 
LUCKY, I'LL GET = 
HIM/ I'LL TAKE Ji 
A ROOM NEXT 
DOOR AND 
WATCH HIM 
NIGHT AND 


CAY! ms 


‘ stag ge eat 
tt —— 
screenees 


\MNIO AN EVEN POORER 
SLCTIION OF THE CITY THE 

STRANGER FOLLOWS (BOTH 
MEN ARE NOW SOAKED BY 


AND THEN ONE DAY, THE STRANG- \ ‘STEALTHILY, LIKE A GREAT 
4A SEES HIS QUARRY LEAVE THE | CAT, 7HE STRANGER FOL- 
HOUSE NEXT DOOR! HIMSELF LOWS THE LITTLE MAN... 
LNVSEEN, HE WATCHES FROM A : 
DARKENEC WINDOW AS A 
SAALL, RODENT-LIKE MIAN 
SCUORRIES FURTIVELY AWAY! 


AT LAST! THE WAITING HAS 
BEEN WORTH WHILE...NOW | 
CAN BEGIN TO ENJOY 
MYSELF/ 


LS HA, THE FOOL |S CONFIDENT / THE WIND LASHED RAIN! 
DOESN'T DREAM THAT HE'S p 

BEING FOLLOWED / IT WILL e Al SEEMS TO BE HEADED FOR 

Bb, MAKE IT EASIER ta / THE WATERFRONT... HIS KIND 

IN THE END/ y ALWAYS SEEK OUT THE 

, WATERFRONTS OF 

THE WORLD/ 


DTHE LITTLE MAN 
ROUNDS A CORNER 
ANP STOPS, HIS 
NWOSTRILS QL//V- 
LRING SHE ACTUAL- 
LY SEEMS 7O 
SMELL THE 
PANGER/FOR A 
PIOMENT HE 
SW/IFF S THE A/F... 


MAAN? WHEN THE STRANGER TURNS THE SAME|\ IL ATER, THE STRANGER PACES HIS ROOM | 


CORWER AE FIME'S AN EIWP’7TY STREET... iV OLEP THOUGHT... 
FOOLED ME/ HE'S CLEVERER THAN | GAVE HIM I'VE BEEN UNDERESTIMATING HIM, AND 
CREDIT FOR! | WONDER IF HE COULD HAVE at THAT'S ALWAYS A MISTAKE /1 DON'T 


SMELLEO ME! THINK HE KNEW | WAS 


FOLLOWING HiIM/ 


vale 


IF HE WERE 
SUSPICIOUS, HE. 
WOULD HAVE 
TRIED To a 


A FEW NIGHTS LATER, ANP 
OWCE NORE THE CHASE 
SEBINS... 


| : ME BEFORE 
= a NOW/ MAYBE 
sae B_, THIS 1S THE 


WE'RE DOWN UNDER THE DOCKS 
NOW, AND THERE HE 1S/ MOVES 
QUIETLY TOO’ HAHA/ ALMOST 
AS QUIETLY AS ME! 


SO HE LEADS ME TO THIS OLD WARE- 
HOUSE, BY THE WATER, AND NOW HE'S 


GOING DOWN THROUGH THAT 
TRAP-DOOR! _ ~ 
i 


HE WENT IN 
, THAT DOOR JUST AHEAD. 
{('LL SEE WHAT HE'S UP TO AT 
f LAST/ I'D LIKE TOKILL HIM 
NOW, BUT FIRST I'VE GOT TO 
KNOW WHAT HIS PLANS ARE/ 


MW A FLASH THE ROO 


Rats / HUNDREDS OF RATS/WELL, THAT | Ance nsaee rE LITTLE 
7S ENMPTS... 


FIGURES! BUT AT LEAST | AWOW 7/1 WAS | AWAY SELAIDS 70 SCENT 
RIGHT ABOUT HIM/ DANCERS AE SNIFF S THE 
AIR CAUTIOUSLY, THEN 
COMES THE FRIGHTENED 
SCAMPER OF FOOCENT 


THAT TIME HE WAS DEFINITE- 
LY ALARMED, ---AND HOW 
DIDHE GET OUT? 


DWE STRANGER GOES 
GACK 70 AIS HIPEOW7... 


BEGUN TO SUSPECT 
BY NOW/ BUT THE 
BEAUTY OF ITIS 
THAT HE CAN'T BE SURE! ’ 
AS THE HUNTER I'VE BEEN ’ 
ABLE TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE 
AND DISGUISE MYSELF INA If 
WAY HE CAN'T PENETRATE! 


A7 LAST THEY NIEET FACE 
70 FACE... 


Y YOU'VE BEEN FOL- 
LOWING ME, BUT 
TONIGHT | FOLLOWED | BEEN 


LAS HE ENTERS WIS ROOM, HE 
SENSES INSTANTLY THAT HE 
7S WOTALONE... 


SOMEONE IN HERE / IN THE 
CLOSET OBVIOUSLY/ 


ALL RIGHT/ YOU 

CAN COME OUT 

OF THE CLOSET 
NOW? 


BECAUSE | SMELLED YOU, THAT’S 

WHY! MY SENSE OF SAZEZZ IS 

VERY ACUTE / ONLY THERE’S 

SOMETHING PECULIAR ABOUT 
YOUR SMELL! 


PECULIAR 
ABOUT MY SMELL... 
MAYBE I'VE PLAN- 
NED IT THAT 


MAYBE, BUT YOU'RE IN TROUBLE 
BUODY/1F YOU KNEW WHO! 
REALLY AM, YOUD DIE 
OF FRIGHT/ 


you'RE VERY SURE 
OF YOURSELF’ 


V1 Gora RIGHT TO BE/ ME AND MY KIND ARE 
GONNA RULE THE WORLD/ THERE'S MILLIONS 
OF US NOW, AND MORE EVERY DAY/ S0, TAKE 
ATIP, 

WHILE YOU CA 


STRANGER, AND GET OUT 
AJL LET You 
GO THIS TIME, BUT DON'T 
LET ME EVER SEE YOU 
AGAIN! 
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YOU'RE WRONG! YOU AND YOUR 
KIND WILLWAVYER RULE THE 
WORLD WHILE 
727 ALIVE / 


HUH! you FOoL/SOmETHING . | / 
AWFUL STRANGE ABOUT You! 
BUT YOU HAD YOUR CHANCE / 

NOW mu SHOW YOU WHO 


\ YEAH? WELL NOW , 
ALREADY } YOU CAN BE SURE/ 
KNOW.’ / BECAUSE I'M THE 

ING OF THE RATS~ 

ae AND I'M GONNA GWAW 


2 
DVWE HIGHT 
7S SWIFT 
AND DEADLY... ~~ 


ANO 1AM THE AWG OF THE 
CATS! 1 OISGUISED MY 

SMEZLL/ BUT YOU COULDN/T 
HIDE YOURS/ 


Le 


ne 
\ = 
Qi a 


AFTER ALL THESE MONTHS | HAVE 
FOUND AND KILLED HIM/ MY JOB IS 
DONE FOR NOW!’ BUT THERE ARE 
OTHER : 

RAT KINGS 

IN OTHER 

PARTS OF 

THE WORLD'\ 

THERE WILL 


ALWAYS BE 1 


MANO THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER 
VAM/SHES /N70 THE NIGHT... 


| MUST GO TO LONDON 
AT ONCE./ THERE !S 8USI- 
NESS TO ATTEND TO/ 


